SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 3 MARCH 2002 


This is Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, 
the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin 
that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 CAT in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in 
English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za 
and packet bulletin boards. 


In the news today: 

FORTHCOMING COMPETITION ACTIVITIES 

SARL HF FIELD DAY CONTEST 

AMATEUR RADIO AND THE ISS 

Stay tuned for more details on these and other news items 


You are tuned to ZS6SRL. Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office 
which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on 
how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities. 


The SARL News Service invites Clubs and individuals to contribute news re- 
garding Amateur Radio to sarlnews@hotmail.com only. NEWS ITEMS SENT 
TO OTHER ADDRESSES COULD GO ASTRAY AND MAY NOT BE IN- 
CLUDED IN BULLETINS. It will be highly appreciated if it is done in both 
Afrikaans and English and sent as early in the week as possible. 


Now for the news in detail: 
FORTHCOMING COMPETITION ACTIVITIES 


The SARL contesting season starts in March with two contests followed by two 
more contests in April. 


The first event is the SARL HF Field day which already takes place next weekend 
and of which particulars are given in the next news item. 


The weekend following ie of 16 and 17 March 2002 hosts the first leg of the 
SARL VHF/UHF Contest. This contest runs from 12:00 CAT on 16 March 
to 12:00 CAT on Sunday 17 March. Nico ZS4NS has a small Windows based 
programme to score this contest. 


On Thursday 04 April 2002 the first SARL 80 metre QSO Party for the year 
will take place, starting at 19:00 CAT. 


The SARL HAMNET 40 metre Simulated Emergency Contest will be held on 
Sunday 14 April 2002 starting at 14:00 CAT and ending at 16:00 CAT. 


Please visit the SARL web site at www.sarl.org.za and download the specific 
contest rules as well as the general rules for contests and the summary and log 
sheets you will require. 


SARL HF FIELD DAY CONTEST 


The first SARL contest of the year, the SARL HF Field Day will be held over 
the weekend of 9 and 10 March 2002. The contest starts at 12:00 SAT on the 
Saturday and ends at 12:00 CAT on the Sunday. 

The aim of the HF Field Day is to involve Southern African stations in a com- 
petitive and sociable event held under simulated emergency conditions. The 
contest is open to all licensed radio amateurs in Southern Africa. 


SSB and CW contacts may only be made on the 160, 80, 40 and 20 m bands. 
Each station may only be worked once per band regardless of the mode, and 
cross-band or cross-mode operation is not permitted. There are two categories 
for the contest, Single Operator or Multi-Operator. Only one call sign per sta- 
tion is permitted. In the case of multi-operator stations using more than one 
transmitter, both operators must use the same call sign. The portable “/P” suf- 
fix mustl be used by all contestants. Only wire and homemade vertical antennas 
are permitted and no antennas may be erected before 09:00 CAT on Saturday 09 
March 2002. The use of man-made supporting structures permanently existing 
on the site is prohibited. 


There is no limitation to the number of transmitters or receivers that may be 
employed, but stations may not radiate more than two signals at any time and 
must be on different bands. The maximum output power permissible shall be 
100 W PEP. No radio equipment may be located in permanent buildings existing 
on the site and no equipment may be brought to the site before 09:00 CAT on 
the Saturday. The exchange is RS (T) plus a serial number beginning at 001 
for each band. 


There are eight areas that can be contacted; Area 1: ZS1; Area 2: ZS2; Area 3: 
ZS3; Area 4: ZS4; Area 5: ZS5; Area 6: ZS6; Area 7: 3DA, 7P8, 7Q, 9J, A2, 
C9, D2, V5 and Z2 and Area 8: Stations in the rest of the world. 


The address for your log sheets is: SARL HF Field Day Contest Committee, 
c/o Dennis Green ZS4BS, PO Box 12104, Brandhof, 9324. 

E-mail to zs4bs@netactive.co.za. Visit the SARL web site at www.sarl.org.za 
for the complete rules. 


AMATEUR RADIO AND THE ISS 


International Space Station Commander Yury Onufrienko, RK3DUO, last week 
chatted via Amateur Radio with students of the Kursk Technical University 
which is some 400 km south of Moscow. 


It was only the second ARISS QSO with a Russian school, and the first for 
Onufrienko. He used the RSOISS call sign. 


In other ARISS news, the Expedition 4 crew installed a new packet TNC last 
weekend. The packet system now is operational for the first time with a call 
sign—RSOISS. The ARISS packet uplink is 145,990 MHz; the downlink is 145,800 
MHz. Amateurs are asked NOT to leave messages for the crew, as no computer 
is attached to the system, and the crew has little time to respond to messages. 


The all-ham Expedition 4 crew has been able to devote only limited time to 
ARISS school contacts during its duty tour. 

Three spacewalks during the crew’s tour two of them including the installation 
of new Amateur Radio antennas on the ISS Service Module-have eaten into 
time that might otherwise have been available for such activities. Each one-day 
spacewalk has involved the entire crew for more than five days. There are at 
present more than 40 schools. 


INTERNATIONAL YL NET THIS COMING FRIDAY NIGHT 


On Friday night March 8 an international YL net will be run at 20:30 CAT on 
14,150 MHz with a relay in the Gauteng area on 145,6125 MHz repeater. In the 
Jan/Feb issue of Radio ZS the VHF frequency was given as 145,475 MHz but 
it has since changed. Other clubs are welcome to relay the proceedings on their 
local repeaters in order to make this a very interesting and enjoyable event. 


CLUB NEWS 
PEARS SASOL 2002 SCIENCE FESTIVAL 


The Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society will again have an exhibit at the 
Sasol 2002 Science Festival to be held in Grahamstown from the 13th to 19th 
March 2002. This year’s exhibit will not overpower the youth with expensive 
equipment, but will give them the chance to construct a single transistor morse 
code transmitter that will be tested on the air. Al Akers, ZS2U, has already 
made several contacts with the prototype. Please listen out on 7030 kHz dur- 
ing the festival period and participate. PEARS will welcome any assistance, 
suggestions, posters and printed matter relating to amateur radio that can be 
distributed during the Sasol 2002 Science Festival. Please contact Neil Thomas 
ZR2NT at e-mail: meltek_n@global.co.za if you can make a contribution. 


ZS6PTA FLEA MARKET 


The Pretoria amateur radio club wil hold its autumn flea market on Saturday 6 
April 2002. The flea market will be held at the usual place at the South Campus 
of the University of Pretoria. 

Please note the starting time is 12:00. 


Everyone is welcome to come and visit the biggest flea market in South Africa. 
Phone Almero ZR6RY on (012) 567 3722 or 082 414 5164 if you want to book 
a table or if you need directions to the flea market. 


MUSEUM DAY - SASOLBURG RADIO CLUB 
The museum day which was to be held by the Sasolbug Radio Club on the 30th 


and 31st May and 1st June had to be postponed indefinitely due to a suitable 
venue not being available. 


SARLNEWS thanks all contributors, individuals, clubs and other organizations 
for contributions to this bulletin and all stations who so reliably relay the bul- 
letins. 


This bulletin was compiled by Gustav ZS6BWN, and read by..........from . .. ..as 
a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 21560, 
9750 and 7082 kHz and 145,750 MHz in the Pretoria area. A repeat broadcast 
can be heard on Mondays at 20:00 CAT on 3215 kHz. ARMI is sponsored by 
Telkom and Sentech. 


At noon on Sundays the SARL President s net is on the air on 7082 kHz. 
You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us. 
Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


